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Agenda
• SEFA 

○ Preparing your SEFA 
○ Assistance Listing Number (ALN)
○ Unique Entity ID (UEI)

• GATA & CYFER Reporting
○ GATA Portal Overview 
○ Preparing your CYEFR

• Data Collection Form
○ Overview 
○ Changes 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lindsey-Thank you everyone for joining us this beautiful Wednesday morning to talk about SEFAs, GATA, CYEFRs and Data Collection Forms. -As a brief summary, we are going to talk about preparing your SEFA, Stacey will talk about her experience putting together SEFAs from the District’s point of view. We will also talk about a few somewhat new acronyms, or at least new when talking about them in conjunction with your SEFA which includes the Assistance Listing Number (ALN) as well as your Unique Entity ID or UEI. -From there we will talk about GATA requirements and the GATA portal as well as preparing your CYEFR. -To wrap things up we will briefly touch on an overview of the data collection form as well as discuss any changes over the past few years. -We probably have 30 minutes worth of slides and data to discuss - we encourage the crowd to make this presentation as interactive as we can. I know you don’t want to hear us talk for an hour straight, and we don’t want to talk for an hour straight either. With that being said, feel free to raise your hand throughout the presentation to either ask any questions or if you have any tips/tricks/best practices or things that have worked for you that you would like to share, we highly encourage that. 



Audience Poll
➢How many in the audience currently have a single audit?

○ Anyone new to single audits due to ESSR?

➢How many in the audience currently prepare their own 
SEFA?

➢How many are in charge of preparing and upload their 
GATA report?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LindseyTo start things off we wanted to get a feel for the crowd in the room today. Feel free to do this as you are answering our polling questions.



Schedule of Expenditures of Federal 
Awards (SEFA)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LindseyWithout further ado, let’s get started by talking about your Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards. Here is an example of a snip of a completed SEFA in the ISBE format. 



Schedule of Expenditures of Federal 
Awards (SEFA)

• What does SEFA even stand for?
• Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards

• Why do I have to complete a SEFA?
• Determine if the District needs a single audit 

■ Single audit required if > $750K expenditures - Many are close to threshold
• Determine the major program for the single audit 
• Needs to be prepared in order for the auditor to begin the Single Audit

• Doesn’t my Auditor do this for me?
• Preparation of the SEFA is the responsibility of the District 
• Auditor will issue an in-relation to opinion on the SEFA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lindsey-As I’ve said a few times already, SEFA actually stands for Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards. -Why do I have to prepare a SEFA? First and foremost, this helps both the District and Auditor determine if a single audit is required. A single audit is required when you spend greater than $750K of federal awards -The preparation of the SEFA also helps determine the major program that will be tested during the single audit and needs to be prepared before the single audit can begin. -The preparation of the SEFA is the responsibility of the District and the auditor will review and test the SEFA and issue an in-relation to opinion on it. 



Schedule of Expenditures of Federal 
Awards (SEFA) - Q&A

● Q: Wait…. my auditor prepares our SEFA for us, what gives? 

● A: Yes, in some cases your auditor may assist in the preparation of the SEFA 
○ This is considered to be a non-attest service and the auditor will likely need to evaluate 

management’s abilities to review, approve and take responsibility for the information contained 
within the SEFA 

○ If the auditor has concluded that management is unable to prepare these reports without the 
assistance of the auditor, you will likely be issued a finding in your single audit financial statement 
findings 

● If you have that material weakness - learn to prepare your own SEFA as we continue on the presentation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lindsey-I think I was already getting some strange looks when I said the SEFA is the responsibility of the District so I have pre-prepared our first Q&A question to address the puzzled looks. -Question 1 - read -And the answer to your question is yes, some Districts may have their auditor assist in the preparation of the SEFA. -This is considered to be a non-attest service and when the auditor is evaluating their indepence they will need to evaluate management’s abilities to review, approve and ultimately take responsibility for the content of the information included within the SEFA. -In some cases, your auditor may determine that management is unable to prepare the SEFA without the assistance of management. When this happens, you will likely see some sort of a material weakness or significant deficiency included within your audit report noting this. -So if your District does have that material weakness, stay tuned to Stacey’s presentation in a few slides here as she talks about what she does to put together the SEFA. 



Schedule of Expenditures of Federal 
Awards (SEFA) - Q&A

● Q: How does the auditor determine which program will require a single audit? 

● A: The auditor will use a risk-based approach based upon the following:
○ Type A programs - programs in excess of $750K

■ Any type A programs that are considered high risk must have a single audit 
● 84.425 Education Stabilization Fund considered high risk by granting agency

● Type A programs must be audited once every 3 years 
● Auditor must also comply with the percentage of coverage rule 

● For low risk auditees, must audit 20% of federal awards
● For high risk auditees, must audit 40% of federal awards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lindsey-Read Q-We didn’t want to go into too much detail on the single audit process itself aside from the preparation of the SEFA as we know there was a session earlier today on preparing for the single audit, but here is a brief overview for those of you who didn’t attend that session -A - The auditor will take your SEFA and will review any programs that are greater than $750K and assess risk for those programs. There are some programs that are determined to be high risk within the compliance supplement which will automatically require those programs greater than $750K to be considered to be a major program - such as your ESSR dollars under CSFA #84.425- In addition, any Type A (those programs greater than $750K) programs must be audited once every three years -Last consideration is also that low risk auditees must have 20% of federal awards tested as major-If auditee is considered to be high risk, must have 40% of federal awards tested as major 



SEFA Preparation
• How can I track the needed information for the SEFA?

• One way is to create a spreadsheet and include the following information. 
• Grant name (the one the state uses)
• Federal agency name
• ALN number (Formerly CFDA)
• ISBE Project (grant) number and include the grant year
• Expenditure/Disbursements by year.
• Obligations/Encumbrances
• Total of Expenditures + Obligations
• Budget
• Include all Federal awards

• See example

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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SEFA - FRIS Expenditures
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SEFA - Example

Presenter Notes
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SEFA - Q&A
● Q: My District reports on the cash basis of accounting - how does this change how I prepare the SEFA?

● A: Your SEFA will also be prepared on the cash basis of accounting, based upon the cash-basis 
expenditures of the District during the fiscal year 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SC



SEFA - Common Mistakes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Thanks Stacey for that awesome detailed explanation on putting together your SEFA. It sounds easy, right? What could possibly go wrong? -And thank you for humoring me and laughing at our GIFs and Memes throughout the presentation - we are trying to keep this both entertaining and informative as we know SEFAs and CYEFRs aren’t the most exciting topics. 



SEFA - Common Mistakes
• Missing/unknown/incorrect ALN

• Expenditures are incorrect 
• Remember expenditure based, not revenue

• Missing Grants

• Preparing the SEFA is a tedious process, however, there are a lot of resources available from ISBE, 
IASBO and peers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From an audit standpoint, I wanted to point out the most common mistakes I see when reviewing the SEFA. -The biggest issue I see is a missing grant or unknown ALN - So really combining point 1 and point 3.-To remedy having any missing programs from your SEFA, I think the best way is to review your work and compare the programs on your SEFA to your general ledger. The account numbering system that District’s use does make it a lot easier to ensure you aren't missing any federal programs. -If you are unsure of the ALN for your federal program, there are a lot of resources available, which I will touch on the next slide. -The next issue is including the revenues on the SEFA rather than the expenditures. Remember, it’s the schedule of EXPENDITURES of federal awards. Regardless of being cash or accrual basis, you will want the expenditures on the GL to agree to your SEFA. -I understand that preparing the SEFA is a tedious process and can require some digging and research. I will say that there are a lot of resources out there available. When putting together this presentation, I took a lot of information off the ISBE website and utilized it on these slides (with the credit included). I would also suggest using resources on the IASBO website such as reviewing previous presentations or the Peer2Peer chat boards. And of course, reach out to your peers that work at other Districts. 



SEFA - Assistance Listing Numbers
• Changes from prior years 

• CFDA is now called Assistance Listing Number (ALN)
• Similar format to CFDA

■ First two digits reflect the federal agency (ie. 84-XXX = Department of Education grant)
■ Final three digits following decimal indicate the federal program funding the project

• Where can I find the ALN number?
• Utilize all the resources available 
• https://sam.gov/content/assistance-listings
• https://apps.isbe.net/FrisInquiryNet/Report/CFDA

• What should I be verifying this data to?
• FRIS
• Any documents sent to you by an Organization. Ex U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(Medicaid funds)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lindsey-I am shocked I have not already used the old CFDA acronym rather than the new ALN acronym.-Starting last year, we now have our Assistance Listing Number or ALN. -This is in the same format as the CFDA; the first two digits represent the federal agency. So for example if your ALN starts with 84-XX the 84 represents the department of education-The final three digits of the ALN represent the federal program funding the projects -We talked on the previous slide that one of the hardest parts of preparing the SEFA and most common areas we see mistakes is having the incorrect ALN number. There are a lot of resources available, we have included two web addresses that have a lot of great information available when looking for your ALN number. -We would just suggest to make sure you are verifying your ALN agrees to FRIS as well as any documents send to you by the granting agency or pass through grantor. -From there I am going to hand it back over to Stacey to talk about everyones favorite topic - the UEI number and the SAM.gov website. No tomatoes please. 

https://sam.gov/content/assistance-listings
https://apps.isbe.net/FrisInquiryNet/Report/CFDA


SEFA - Unique Entity ID (UEI) 
• In April 2022 the unique entity identifier used across the federal government changed from the DUNS 

Number to the Unique Entity ID (Generated by SAM.gov)
• The Unique ID is a 12-character alphanumeric ID assigned to an entity by SAM.gov
• DUNS number is now removed from SAM.gov
• Entity registration, searching, and data entry in SAM.gov now require use of the new Unique ID

• Anyone still having issues with their UEI renewals? 
• Issues with acceptance of date of incorporation documentation 

■ Success in updating minutes from first meeting, bank statements, audits, EIN from IRS, etc
■ Suggest reviewing IASBO Peer2Peer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SC



● Prior to applying for fiscal year 2024 state or federal grants, Districts must ensure all GATA requirements 
are met. Districts must prequalify in the GATA Reportal and ensure the following are completed:
○ Active public SAM.gov profile 
○ Approved current fiscal year Internal Control Questionnaire (ICQ) in the GATA Portal
○ Approved current fiscal year Organizational Risk Assessment (ORA) in IWAS

● Unique Entity Identity (UEI) and Federal Employee Identification Number (FEIN) must be verified before 
ICQ score can be imported into the ORA and grant applications

● Review your SAM ID and account status at SAM.gov 
○ Must be renewed annually
○ Begin the renewal process at least 8-weeks prior to expiration

Source: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FY24-GATA-Prequals.pdf

UEI - Prequalifying for FY24 Grants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SC

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FY24-GATA-Prequals.pdf


● The purpose of GATA is to increase accountability and transparency in the use of grant funds while 
reducing the administrative burden on both state agencies and grantees.

● Great resources on ISBE Website
○ https://www.isbe.net/gata

● GATA Reporting - 5 Steps
○ 1-Audit Certification Form
○ 2-Consolidated Year End Financial Report (CYEFR) - As we will cover later on 
○ 3-Submission of Audit Report
○ 4-Data Collection Form
○ 5-Management Decision Letter  (This is provided by GATA)

● Due date for Steps 2-4 - earlier of nine months after fiscal year end OR 30 days after the audit has been 
accepted by the Federal Audit Clearinghouse (FAC)

Illinois Grant and Transparency Act 
(GATA)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LAF-I always joke that GATA is everyone’s favorite 4-letter word (or least favorite depending on how you look at things), so I’ve got our swear jar there on the slide -BUT GATA was created several years ago to increase accountability and transparency in the use of grant funds while also reducing the administrative burden on both state agencies and grantees. So that was their intended purpose. I know many will agree it definitely has not reduced the administrative burden. -One thing I will say, is that there are a ton of amazing resources available on the ISBE wesite. There is a single page on the ISBE website that is dedicated solely to GATA and we pulled a lot of our examples directly from that website link and included them in our presentation today. - GATA reporting has 5 steps that are included once you login to the portal - read slide. 

https://www.isbe.net/gata


● The CYEFR is based upon the District’s internal records and should be prepared on the same basis of 
accounting as the Schedule of Expenditure of Federal Awards (SEFA) or the Financial Statements if the 
grantee does not receive a Single Audit. 

● Key Data Checks
○ Total CYEFR Expenditures should agree to total expenditures reported on the financial statements
○ Total federal expenditures should agree to the total federal expenditures reported on the SEFA (if 

applicable)

● Requires an in-relation to opinion issued as a separate report or encompassed within the audit report.

Consolidated Year End Financial 
Report (CYEFR)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LAF



● Generally, all grants received directly from an Illinois state agency 
should be included as a separate section on the CYEFR
○ Some exceptions - see crosswalk document on ISBE website 
○ https://www.isbe.net/Pages/State-and-Federal-Grants.aspx

● Sometimes, programs are not automatically populated and can be 
added using the ‘Add a Program’ button

● Use the ‘View’ button next to each CSFA number to add 
expenditures to that section 

Source: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-
Requirements.pdf

Preparing the District CYEFR -
Summary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SC

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/State-and-Federal-Grants.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf


● Update relevant information for each grant
○ Program Limitations
○ Mandatory Match
○ Indirect Cost Rate

● “Local Match” can report expenditures of local funds for 
purposes of specific grant program, even if mandatory 
match is not required 

● State vs. Federal 
○ 3000 FRIS = State
○ 4000 FRIS = Federal

Source: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-
Requirements.pdf

Preparing the District CYEFR -
Individual Grant Sections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf


● Grant Projects during current fiscal Year
○ FY23 projects on FY23 CYEFR 
○ Include all expenditures from project year 23 that 

occurred between 7/1/22-6/30/23

● Grant Projects during previous fiscal years
○ Include all expenditures from previous fiscal year grant 

projects that occured in current fiscal year (7/1/22-
6/30/23)

Source: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-
Requirements.pdf

Preparing the District CYEFR -
Individual Grant Sections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf


● Other Grant Programs and Activities
○ State column is not applicable - can only add to Federal or Other column  
○ Federal Column

■ Include any federal grants that do not have an assigned CSFA number
○ Other Column

■ Include any expenditures from non-federal grants awarded by state agency 

● All other Costs not Allocated 
○ Includes all other non-grant expenditures - utilized as a ‘plug’ to agree total expenditures to the 

Statement of Activities on your audit report 
○ If the District does not have government-wide financial statements, use the total expenditures for all 

funds reported on line 19 of the AFR Account Summary 7-9 Tab
■ Includes disbursements/expenditures for ‘on-behalf’ amounts

Source: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf

Preparing the District CYEFR - Other 
Grants & Activities / All other Costs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf


Consolidated Year End Financial 
Report (CYEFR)

Presenter Notes
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Consolidated Year End Financial 
Report (CYEFR)

Presenter Notes
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● Step 3 - Upload File Requirements
○ Financial Statements
○ Independent Auditor’s Report
○ CYEFR and In-Relation To Opinion 

■ Can be included within Financial Statements or issued as a separate report
○ Audit Firm Peer Review Letter

■ Audit firm receives once every 3 years
○ Summary Schedule of Audit Findings 

■ Would either be included within your single audit report or GATA report 
○ Corrective Action Plan 
○ Management letters and any other communications from auditor

Source: https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf

CYEFR - Upload to GATA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SC

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Guidance-GATA-Audit-Requirements.pdf


Data Collection Form
➔ Last Step in Single Audit Process: Preparing and submitting Data Collection Form to the Federal Audit 

Clearinghouse
◆ Due within earlier of 30-days after issuance of audit report or nine months after end of FYE

➔ Required Documents to Upload
◆ Financial Statements 
◆ Opinion on Financial Statements 
◆ SEFA
◆ Opinion on SEFA
◆ Uniform Guidance/Government Auditing Standards Report on Internal Control & Compliance 
◆ Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
◆ Summary Schedule of Prior year Auditing Findings 
◆ Corrective Action Plan 

➔ Essentially, uploading your audit report and single audit report 
◆ All items should be encompassed in these two reports





















Data Collection Form
➔ The auditor will generally prepare and upload the required documents to the Federal Audit 

Clearinghouse 

➔ Both Auditor and Auditee will need to sign and certify the uploaded forms 

➔ Requires some coordination to ensure everything is uploaded



Data Collection Form - What’s New
➔ UEI

◆ 12 digit alphanumeric value assigned to entities upon registration on SAM.gov

➔ Corrective Action Plan 
◆ “Responsible Person” section - do not want specific individuals name included in the CAP or it may 

get returned from being accepted 



Questions and Answers
We thank you for your time!
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Lindsey Fish, CPA, Senior Manager; Sikich, LLP

(815) 994-0237; lindsey.fish@sikich.com

Stacey Corder, MBA, Business Manager; Shirland CCSD 134
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