Policy
Gifts and Bequests Descriptor Code: DKF

It shall be the policy of the Cook County Board of Education that all gifts or donations presented
to an individual school and/or the total school system that would obligate the school system to
future operating or upkeep costs must be approved by the Board of Education. All other gifts are
donations may be approved in accordance with the following provisions:

Other than gifts or donations as mentioned above, the school principal is authorized to accept or
deny gifts or donations made to the individual school from any source;tnehidingbooster-etubs.
The Superintendent is authorized to accept or deny donations made to the total school system.

In accepting any donations of items or services to the athletic programs of the school or school
system, the principal or Superintendent shall establish a valuation of the donation and may
request from the donor a valuation or an accounting of actual costs incurred regarding the
donation. The principal or Superintendent also may set a valuation for donations to other
programs as appropriate or required for accounting purposes.

Crowdfunding Projects:




The Cook County Board of Education recognizes the importance of providing high-quality
educational and extracurricular opportunities for all students. Given that the desire for program
enhancements often exceeds the resources available within district budgets, the Board supports
the responsible use of crowdfunding as a means to secure supplemental resources that directly

benefit students and instructional programs.

Employees, clubs, and athletic organizations may engage in crowdfunding efforts through
approved online platforms to raise funds for instructional materials, classroom resources,
equipment, and other school-related needs. These efforts must align with the mission, values, and
policies of the Cook County School District and must support equitable access to educational and
extracurricular opportunities.

All crowdfunding activities must receive appropriate administrative and Board approvals and
comply with applicable district policies, financial procedures, and legal requirements, including
those related to student privacy and the ethical use of public resources. The Cook County School
District maintains ownership of all items acquired through crowdfunding campaigns and reserves
the right to oversee the use, allocation, and reassignment of such resources. Non-compliance
with this policy may result in the revocation of crowdfunding privileges and may lead to
disciplinary action, as deemed appropriate by the district.

The Board commends employees and organizations that take initiative to support and enhance
student learning through innovative funding efforts, while also upholding the integrity,
transparency, and accountability standards expected within public education.



