RE: GUARDIANSHIP/EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS

References from 1302 of the PA School Code, "Access to Public Education for Pennsylvania Children" (Education Law Center) and BEC 4-90, direct school districts to accept youngsters to the district if three requirements are met:

1)
A friend or relative must support the child or the child must be receiving public benefits such as Social Security Income, Aid to Families with Dependent Children or pre-adoptive payments.

2) A friend or relative must intend that the child will live in his or her home all year long, not just for the nine months that school is in session.

3) A friend or relative must be willing to file with the Secretary of the School Board a
sworn statement that the above two requirements have been met and that he or she will assume responsibility for the child with regard to school matters.

Columbia will use the following procedure in order that we have necessary data on file:


Maintenance of a Minor

...Provide the enclosed forms (G-1) to the person enrolling the student in the district.

...When the forms have been completed (including being notorized), enroll the student to
the district.


...File a copy of the forms in the student's permanent file.


...Forward a copy of the forms to the office of student services.

...Correspond throughout the year on school issues with the person who has assumed obligations relative to school requirements.


Foster Placement

...Have the agency write a letter similar to form G-3.  Include the following information:



-name of student



-student's birthdate



-name and address of person with whom student will reside



-name of person/agency responsible for custody of student



-name, address and home school district of natural parent(s)


...File a copy of the letter/form in the student's permanent file.


...Forward a copy of the letter/form to the office of student services.


Surrogate Parent


When special education students are placed in foster homes, they, at 
times, need a surrogate parent.  A surrogate parent is needed when:

1) Natural parent or guardian's whereabouts is unknown and efforts to locate them have been unsuccessful.  (Need letter documenting efforts.)








OR

2) Child is a ward of the state/agency has legal custody/child is in foster care and:

a.  Natural parent or guardian's whereabouts are unknown and efforts


to locate them have been unsuccessful.  (Need letter from agency


documenting efforts.)      








OR

b. Natural parent or guardian's educational rights have been terminated by court order.  (Need letter from agency or copy of court order.)     OR

c. Agency caseworker documents that involvement with natural parent


or guardian would be detrimental to the child.  (Need letter from agency or court order.) 

Foster parents most often are not permitted to serve as the surrogate parent.  When such a student registers, contact the office of student services for direction.
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COLUMBIA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

COLUMBIA, PENNSYLVANIA 17512

Application for Student Custody/Guardianship Affidavit
Student Name:





Parent Name:






Parent Address:  





Phone Number:  






New Guardian Name:  












New Guardian Address:  




Phone Number:  






Date:______________________________________________

Do you have custody or guardianship documents? ____Yes
____No

(copies must be attached)

Section 1302 of the Pa School Code provides for guardianship of children to be transferred to individuals residing in the Columbia Borough School District with approval from the district superintendent.  It states:


“When a resident of any school district keeps in his home a child of school age, not his own, supporting the child gratis as if it were his own, such child shall be entitled to all free school privileges accorded to resident school children of the district, provided that before accepting such child as a pupil, the Board of Education may require such resident to file with the Secretary of the Board, a sworn statement that he/she is a resident of the district, that he/she is supporting the child gratis, that he/she will assume all personal obligations for the child relative to school requirements, and that he/she intends to so keep and support the child continously and not merely through the school term.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN:

The statement below must be completed by the parent or legal guardian of record prior to notarization and submission to the school district.


“I, __________________________, parent/legal guardian of ________________________, the above named student, to acknowledge and approve of this transfer of custody/guardianship of my child.  I am aware of all legal aspects of this transfer of custody/guardianship.

Signature of Parent




Date Submitted

TO BE COMPLETED BY CUSTODY/GUARDIANSHIP APPLICANT:

The statement below must be completed and notarized BEFORE the student is admitted into the district.


“I, __________________________, swear/affirm that I am a resident of the Borough of Columbia, residing at ____________________________________.  I plan to support ___________________________ gratis and assume all personal obligations for the child relative to school requirements and that I will keep and support the child on a yearly basis, not merely through the school term.”

TO BE COMPLETED BY NOTARY:

I, _____________________________, DO HEREBY SWEAR OR AFFIRM THAT THE STATEMENTS GIVEN 

ARE TRUE AND CORRECT.









Signature of Resident

Sworn and subscribed to me by the above name resident this _____ day of __________________, 2000.

My commission expires ____________________.








Notary Public

BUSINESS OFFICE USE ONLY:

This affidavit has been reviewed by the Superintendent and has been:  ____ Approved ____ Rejected

Signature of Superintendent:_______________________________________  Date: _______________

Form G1 (7/00)

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA    )





     ( SS:



)

COUNTY OF LANCASTER       )


I, _____________________________, do hereby declare that I am at

least 18 years of age and swear that I am a resident of Columbia Borough School 

District, Columbia, Pennsylvania, and reside at ______________________________,

______________________________, ___________________ and that I assume all

personal obligations for myself relative to school requirements and that I

intend to live in Columbia Borough School District continuously through the 

school term.

Sworn and subscribed before

me this ________ day of

____________, 20 ____.

Notary Public 
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_________________________











       Date

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:


                                                                       _______________________________ resides in the foster home of _________________                          

___________________, ____________________________, _______________________, PA.                                       






  Street



   Town

She/he was placed at their home through ___________________________________ who                                                                  









    Agency

has custody of ___________________________________.  [Her natural parent(s) 

is/are ___________________ and ________________ who reside (s) at _____________          












   Street

____________________________________. This address in the _____________________


City



State

_______________________________ School District.]  The ___________________’s 

have assumed obligations for the child relative to school requirements and are 

her/his legal guardians.


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact __________________                                              

at _________________________.                                                                     








Thank you,








Foster Care Caseworker

Form G3 (7/00) 

